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flzating mansions — complete
with private staterooms, spas,
sterea systems, VD plavers,
video games, modern appliances and hefty rental costs.

Benjamin Hicks/Capyright 2005, The Unicn
Crmtaanral

“I'd take a bare bones boat and give me a price I can afford far the
weak," said fierau, a middle school secretary from Pleasantan, as
she, her son, daughter and several grandchildren loaded supplies
anto the Eclipse, a Se-foot-long luxury houseboat at New Melones
Lake Marina,

For five days on the Eclipse, Zierau and her family will pay nearly
34,800, about six times what they pald 20 yvears ago, Zierau said,

"It doesn't stop us fram coming but the price is prohibitive," sald
Zigrau, who said her family splits the ozst of their annual
surnmertime vacation and decided this year to houseboat during the
waek, when rates are lawear,

Employees at sevearal foothill marinas and a representative far a
hational hausebeat rental firm say it's custormers wha demand more
amenities — like optional trash compactors, satellite televisions and
intgrcoms between upper and lower decks.

"It's just a part of aur culture, it's how we've evolved," sald Darla
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Levelopment Cook, vice president of gublic reiations for Forever Resoits, an
= TL Visiter's Arizana-based company that rents houseboats on Don Pedro and
Buroan. Moceasin reservairs,
# Cal Chambier ot
c rce . .

DmmE'.TF staff members at several marinas said they've already booked many
= Highweay 120 et . : .
Charmt [ of their high-end houseboats for the entire summer, with only a few
Commerce weekends available,
* Celurmbia E )
Chamber of Large families, private businesses and church groups make up maost
Commerce of their businass, they sald.
* Hizstoric Sonora
Lhamber of More mansien than boat, the 70-foot Millernium is the newest
Lommerge addition to the houseboat fleet at the Moccasin Paint and Lake Don
+ Cal Ecanamic Fedro marinas. A five-day, midweek trip on that craft costs nearly
Levelopmen $3,300 but comes with amenities unimaginable when Zierau's farnily
» Cal : began puttering away SUMMEars on area resarvairs.
Burezu

“If thay want all the bells and whistles, we recommend the
Millennium, " Cook said.

INFORMATION
+ Arcurate Time Walt Poole, general manager at Lake Don Pedro Marina, said rentals
Clock at his marina are geared toward wall-off customars.
= Finglaw [edal
Resaurces While net all adults may need a Sony Playstation ar DVD player, they

like having the electronic tays for their children, Poale said,

Keith Miller, a member of the Pleasanton family boarding the Eclipse
yesterday, said his S-year-ald daughter, Danica, would prebably
enjoy having a TV on the boat.

But he said there wera gther options, like a free wireless Internet
connection, provided by the Lake Maw Melones Marina that were
"just toa much."

‘I like the fact that you have a fridge ... vou probably don't need
two," Miller said, surveying the inside of the vessel. "You need the
microwaves, The shower is a little usaless, "

Even with the myriad luxury items on board taday's housebcats,
several families yesterday said the time they spend together will be
more valuable than any gadget.

Miller said his family brought several board games, like Yatzree and
Uno, and wauld try to keep the television turned off.

QOne member of anather family at the New Melones marina
yasterday, Lori Howe af San Jose, said her family would look for
simple ways ta have fun on the watear.

With three dogs, a cluster of fishing poles and a few favorite songs,
she said her family would enjoy their trip, no matter the amenities
on the boat.

“We could definitely de without those {famenities)," Howe said,
moments before boarding an Eclipse, "We've been out camping with
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nothing but & camptire and a deck of cards and we've been happy.”

Contact Chris Michols at chichals@unigndemocrat.com or S8E-4585,
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