California Boating Destinations

New Melones Lake Is

By Carrie Wilson —

Mestled in the foothilis of
California's Gold Country,
New Melones Like is the
ideal destination for boatere
loaking for u fall getaway.,
With magnificent oak wood-
lind scenery, fantastic fish-
ing.and imiles and miles of

water that both high-speed
boaters and low-speed anglers
are albile to share the water
without erowding one another,
Water-ski enthusiasts will neu-
ally find the nisin lake Body 1o
be open and uncrowded with
surface walers as smogth as
glass and even a slalom skj
course for those open ta the

secluded” shioreline, Newe. challenge

Melanes 5 a favorité with
boaters and snelers from
throughout the state yvear-
round.
Third Largest

Ranked as the third largest
reseryoir in California, New
Melores lies at an elevation of
1LOBS feet in the wvalley
foothills near Angels Camp,
First filled in 1983 it has
2600 surface acres when fil]

Fall is the great
time to come
and see what
beautiful New
Melones Lake

and Calaveras
County have to
offer.

sand more than 100 miles of
scenic shoreline 1o explore,
Boaters will find secluded
coves, wite-opent watsr,
warm, comfortable fall tem-
peratures, and unique rock
 Thanks fo' the Targe sjze of
New Melones, thers's enough

Jet skiers ﬁiff"g?ﬁﬁrfipluﬁ“
ing the many coves and creek
channels, And anglers, who
often prefer the upper arms of
the lake, will Gind quiet waters,
secludied coves, and great fish:
ing .

All Watersports OK

All watersparts are permit-
ted at New Melones, with
water skiing and houseboating
particularly popular,

Swimming is permitted only at

the swimming beach at the
Glory Hole Recreation Area on
the Angel Arm of the lake,
“Boaters venturing up the
Stanislaus Canyon will be
impressed by the sheer lime-
stone ¢liffs,” said Park Ranger
Patlie Guida. *In addition to
watersports, this whaole dres je

~ also popular yedr-round for

rock climbing, mountain bik-
ingr, hiking, horseback riding,
and for spelunking through
the local caves,” she said. The
trails are multi-use, and the
wildlife ared covers 2400
areas;
Wildlife Abaunds
At New Melones

A bountiful array of wildlife
inhabit the New Meltnes Lake
basin and wildlife watchers
will find hundreds of species
including deer, fox, covote,
beaver, olter, and raccoon
along New Melones Lake's

shore, Ospreys nest in the tall |
T teses near the tales and hald

eagles are comman in the lale
winter and spring

Egrets and herons can be
spotted on the 'shore and soar-
ing in the clear skies, Beérry
bushes at the water's edge
provide a home for teal and
mallard ducks, Canadian
geese, cormorants, and goots.
Turtles can be spotted sig.
ning themselves on logs at apv

water's edge. and even shy

river ofters may necasionaily
be sputled frolicking in the
U,

During the summer
months; knowledgeable park
rangers enterfain campers
with evening campground fire:
side programs about the local
ecology. The New Melones
Visitor's Cenfer can be foung
al the park headquarters and
has nice interactive displays
ideal for both children and
adults, il

Rangers are also availabie
here throughout the vear with
information about the ares's
history, the forming of the
lake, and the fora and faiina
of the region,

Year-Round Fishing

Anglers enjoy some of the
best fishing in the region a
New Melones because some-
thing's always biting. Rainbow
and brown trout, kolanee,
black bass, bluegill, sunfish.
catlish, bullheads, crappie,
and perch make this a favarite
fishing destnation,

The bass action is especial
Iy hot during the Spring
through fall, Fishing derbies
dre very popular, and various
fishing organizations holg
tournaments regularly
throughout the year,

The majority of the lake i
bordered by land managed by

¢ Bureau of Land Mansge
mient i is Alse open te R




Facifc Sira Polihing

b

L
ar

- Camp,

‘ing {deer, pigs, pheasants,
-:ruhhita elc.), sedson permit-

Ei.rly California
History And Lots.
Of Family Fun Activities
If you're lvoking lor mote

i than 8 water- qumted vaca-

ram, the c:hﬂj-n:es here are end-
less! New ﬁt&!mmﬂ Lake is
conveniently Tocated right in
the lieart of the Sierra Mother
Lode, one of California’'s most
1;;;_;:-11111: tourisispots.
“Within o 30-60 minute

._ drive, the early California

guld,'q'uuh towns. of Angels
Murphys, Sonora,
:‘lamesmwn and Columbia
offer endless adveniures.

L “Histnrle main streets, muse

urms, wineries with tasting
reoms; micro hreweries, cav-
ern tours through gigantic
underground caverns, rivir
rafting, and state parks full of
enormous sequoid Lrees are
just some of the unigue
aspects.of this region,

Angel's Camp is also home
to’ the famous Calaveras
County's famous Jumping
Frog Jubilee held during mid-
May vach yedr,

Liz Gilbert, loeal resident
and mother to thres active
young boys says, "We (ind
thig to be an ideal area

hetause there's always so.

much for us4o do together as
a family. We're very active

antl love the hiking, Camping,

EpItME-mLm

'I'Eﬂ'llni HAUL ~ The third largest reservoir in California, Lake Melones is a year-round favorite with boaters
and anglers throughout the sfafe.

and watersports available
here. 1's tsually quiel and
low-key, bBul we noever get
hored. We alse enjoy the
aumerous festivals and the
cultural and community activi-
ties thal are rmgping._-thruugh-
out the year.

w‘vheﬂmr it's boaling, fish-

ing, camping, hiking, moun-

tain biking, I:uﬂtmg or sighit-
s¢eing that you're after, this
rea has it all. Fall is the grea

{ime o come and see whais

beautiful New M{"hmﬁs

and Calaveras County have

alfer.

There's definitely some-
thing for .everyone in this
amazingly diverse part ol
Morthern Califbrnia.



‘New Lake Melones: Easy:

" + Location/Directions:
5 hew Melones Lake is shtuated
. hetween (Calaveraz  and
{ I.Tuolumne gounties in the
‘Sipra Nevada foothills. Three
ﬁmuim: roules exist, each of
which provides easy sccess to
. the lake. From the south. lake
'ﬁgﬂm} a4 to Highway 120,
Wisitars from the Bay area will
~ find Highway 4 out of Stockton
© o b the ideal route. For those
cumii‘ug from the northy
Highway: 12 from Ladi to

Highway 49 will provide the

mostdirect route

» Size: When full with a
capacityof 2.4 million acredfeel,

it covers 12 500 acres amd more

thiar ] Jmﬂuiﬁatshureﬁn:.
* Facilities: The New

Melones Lake Marina is-a full- -

ncrvibe marina with fuel dock,
fresh water, newm Jpumpout,

Jaﬂ Hfgmpmes. The marina slore ]

full line-of convenience
fonds-and. heweﬂﬂﬁ ‘as well as

bm; and tackle, marine hard-

wilre, and‘}e!mrﬁppaml

» Camping: More than 400)
campsites atill day- use sites
ar;a}lahle a7l'a Arst-come, first

M.{'Ehl& bf fﬂﬂ'ﬂmﬂ"ﬂl} -1||-1a

.-rpnms. drinking water. pichig

Marina: E}pﬂnyearmuud the
‘marind offers boal ren

served basis. Group camplngis spacious luxury houseboats
mmammg hat tubs, satellite
Wa and arher syrprising

as run between §1,500-

gmunda contain showers, st

tables, l:p_arha;mgs.-._{aﬂn i “i 2,000, A variety of other boats
grounds. Camping fees run § b | and wealercraft (ski hoats, PWC,
per night. o boats, and fishing boats)

» New Melones £ | are available for rent by the

faunch hd]fﬂeﬁnbﬁtam |2
e Shop. and fuel dock THer
are six no-fee Jaunch ra
available.

mnﬂﬁtﬂlﬁ'“ ek '=I'

hioiir, day, or week,

= Fees: Ovarnight boat slips
run $20 night. Trailer parking is
free and readily available.

'« Boating Restrictions:
None

« Contacts For New

Melones Lake And Calaveras

o-Access, Easy-To-Enjoy

County Area: hi'ew Melones
T.ake Marina, {Etlﬂ‘.l TRa-FR00,

wWWW, I!l:wnll!lunl:s o0 m

Calaveras Cuunt)r Chamber of
Commerte, {,E‘,US!} TA8-25R0,

www.Cillaveras.org Mereer Cave
andl local eaverms, (208) 7222101,
WHAITET U CAVETTIE COm



