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BED » BREAKFAST

Relax and enjoy the comfort and hospitality of this
southwestern style bed & breakfast located
in the charming, historic and award winning town of
San Luis Obispo. Your hosts will be delighted 1o
share their knowledge of the central coast,
as you enjoy your gourmet breakfast, to help you
fully enjoy "“The SLO Life"
Golf, Kayaking. and Hearst Castle Packages are
Available Upon Request

1473 Monterey St., San Luis Obispo, CA 93401
(805) 549-0321 (800) 676-1588
E-Mail; jtowles@aol.com
Web: www.adobeinns.com

Cedar Stock Resort & Trinity Center Marina
On Trinity Lake

The majestic Trinity Alps provides
a backdrop for one of California's
most beautiful Lakes. Warm summer
waters make it the ideal location
for your next vacation. Our two full
service marinas offer a variety of
houseboats and boat rentals, cabins
and a full service restauwrant.

45810 State Hwy. 3, Trinity Center, CA 96091
(530) 286-2225 or (800) 982-2279
http://www.cedarstock.com

Houseboadting mll
never be the same:

Jones Vdlley Resort

Experience luxury and comfort aboard
a spacious, contemporary houseboat
that sleeps up to 13 people.

The most pleasurable way to explore
beautiful Shasta Lake. Three, four and
seven night voyages available.

877-4SHASTA

www.houseboats.com

GREAT

EiSECEAPLE"S

Boats, Bananas and Beer:

A Weekend Houseboati
on Shasta Lake

ternal hell and damnation to
whomever said that infamous
line about San Francisco sum-

mers. It's on everyone's lips as we hud-
dle against the wind, squint our eyes
and toss away Java Jackets 1o cuddle
with the hot cup... and it's July.

Time to consider Graham
Chapman's sage advice: Run Awayl!
Run Away!! About four howrs north of
the Bay Area, the sky is clear; the sun is
stinking hot; and when it all gets to be
too much, you can walk out your front
door and fall face first into cool,
mrquoise water. Houseboating on Lake
Shasta is the remedy.

Shasta Lake is a glistening
mian-made heaven with four nrivers,
many streams and inlets and
more miles of coastline than the
San Francisco Bay. Shasta does have ho-
tels, cabins, campgrounds and such,
but my freezing friends and | weren't in
search of a hotebandbeach adventure.
We were after a putthe-hotelonpornr
toons-and-find-a-moonlit-cove kinda
deal. So | did the shopping.

There are about ten houseboat
murinas to choose from in various areas
on the lake. Most of the boat designs
are similar, as are the costs, so location
was an important issue. Some of the
marinas, like Silverthom and Packers
Bay, require long, twisty drives or ex-
tensive backmracking. Some are at the
northem part, like Sugadoal. We want-
ed to get there and on the luke as
quickly as possible, so | namowed the
field to three of the most accessible:
Bridge Bay, Jones Valley and Holiday
Harbor. Bridge Bay was too hard to
reach (their corporate reservation office
in Irvine kept me on hold for wen min-
utes—rtwice! | gave up both times).
Jones Valley offered plush, top-ofthe
line boats; but, | dedided 1o go with
Holiday Harbor,

I must confess | was already par-
tial to Holiday Harbor. The location is
close o Interstate 5 and mucked into a
cove on the McCloud amm of the like,
so you can hit the fat part of the water
quickly. Another artraction there is atti-
ude—the staff is cheerful, fiendly and
very helpiul There's a good viriety in
the houseboat interiors and their Toy
Box hus the lake's lagest selection of
water pliythings: ski boats, wave nur

There are about ten houseboat marinas to choose i
in various areas around Lake Shasta.

ners, AirChairs, wakeboards and even
parasailing. You can rent these toys
even if you've rented a houseboat from
someane else, but when they offered
me a discount on *mgalongs™ (towable
boats) with a houseboat rental, 1 practi-
cally threw my credit card at them,

So, one happy Friday, ten fogsick
people aut out of work at noon, piled
into cars'and drove an casy 240 miles
north on I-5 to Shasta County. We
didn't have 10 brang much with us—
the boats are pretty well equipped—
but bedding or sleeping bags, pillows,
food, beverages, bath and beach owels
and plenty of sun screen are de rigeur.
On arrival, we loaded up the boat and
proceeded to leam how to operate a
56foot floating house, It doesn't sound
casy, but it is—simple controls and
common sense made us Inst-Captains.
Our patent instructor also give us ba-
sic lake intelligence tips: keep out of

brown waters (shallc
don't anchor two close |
unless you want bea
guests; keep the ski t
m.ph. around other b
Marie Antoinette the
sleeping room on the
slices off easily if you d
bridge dearance). It w
tion from dity slickers t
soon we were floating
the gorgeous McCloud

We were just uf
end; once we started
only had a couple of he
til dark. We woled a
found a small cove, ¢
and let the week's tr
away. The housebo
equipped kitchens and
ing in the luscious sil
doors, we mixed salids
and grilled steaks w



